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The Call of the Wild

By Jack London

1
Into the Primitive
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Write either True or False in the blank before each statement.
1. Trouble began brewing for Buck and other dogs like him when, in the fall of
1897, men began rushing into the Klondike where gold had been discovered.

2. The main characteristics men needed in the dogs they planned to use in the
frozen Northland were obedience and loyalty to their masters.

3. Judge Miller s place in Santa Clara Valley where Buck was born was a large
estate with a big house, stables, pastures, orchards, servants and other
dogs.

4. Being neither house-dog nor kennel-dog Buck could wander the whole realm
of Judge Miller s property.

5. Buck was king over all the creatures of Judge Miller s place, but he rarely
came into contact with the Judge or any of his family.

6. The offspring of a St. Bernard and a Scotch shepherd, Buck kept his one
hundred forty pounds in good condition by hunting and other outdoor delights.

7. During his four years on Judge Miller s property, Buck lived the life of an
aristocrat, and he had a fine pride in himself.

8. Buck loved the water, which to him was a tonic and a health preserver.

9. Manuel, one of the gardener s helpers, stole Buck one night while the Judge
was away and sold him for gambling money.

10. The vile treatment Buck endured from the stranger who controlled the rope
around his neck made the dog angrier than he had ever been in all his life.
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The Call of the Wild

By Jack London

2 The Law of Club and Fang

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank before each question.

1. On his first day on the Dyea beach, Buck found that the men and dogs were all
savages who (A) were thieves and murderers with no consciences, (B) knew no
law but the law of club and fang, (C) wouldn t hesitate to kill a dog showing fear.

2. The husky dog that Curly made advances to in her friendly way (A) leaped at her
and ripped her face open from eye to jaw, (B) snarled and barked viciously,
attracting the attention of the rest of the dogs on the beach, (C) cowered, because
she was twice his size.

3. Curly was attacked and savagely killed by thirty or forty huskies that surrounded
her when (A) she had her opponent on the ground with her teeth in his throat,
(B) the dog she was fighting with knocked her off her feet, (C) she tried to run from
the animal that was attacking her.

4. Curly s death taught Buck that (A) each fight was to the death, and running from it
guaranteed a quick end, (B) the pack always ridded itself of its weakest members
with no mercy, (C) there was no fair play, and once you were down, that was the
end of you.

5. Buck felt a bitter and deathless hatred for Spitz when he saw the dog (A) run out
his scarlet tongue in a way he had of laughing after the dog fight that ended Curly s
life, (B) continue to rip at Curly s lifeless body after the fight was over and Fran ois
had driven the other dogs away, (C) render the last snarling bite that ended Curly s
life.
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The Call of the Wild

By Jack London

3
The Dominant Primordial Beast

the dominant primordial beast ~ Dawson Buck Spitz

dry his garments make up for lost time his sleeping nest Buck s feet
pride the Thirty Mile River Perrault Fran oi s
starving huskies a fight to the death catch and kill live food a revolt
government courier the Yukon Trall a long pole howled
broke through the ice the sled-dogs his imagination went mad

From the list above, choose the name, word, or phrase that fits each of the clues below and write it in the
blank. All answers will be used at least once. Some answers will be used more than once.

1. Once the sled did this, and at another time it happened to some
of the sled-dogs.

2. It defied the frost and it was in the eddies and the quiet places
here the ice held and allowed the sled to pass.

3. Fran ois killed Dolly with an axe when she unexpectedly did this
one morning as they were harnessing up.

4. Buck fought with Spitz when the dog tried to take this away from
him.

5. Buck caused this person to grin by lying on his back with his four
feet in the air and refusing to budge without his moccasins.
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The Call of the Wild

By Jack London

4
Who Has Won to Mastership

Write either Yes or No in the blank before each question.

1. Were Fran ois and Perrault furious when t hey realized that Buck had killed Spitz?
2. Did Fran ois describe Buck as two devils?

3. Did Buck calmly stand by as Fran ois harne ssed Sol-leks into the lead-dog
position?

4. When they tried to harness him in his old place in front of Dave, did Buck run from
Fran ois and Perrault for the better part of an hou r?

5. Did Buck allow himself be harnessed only after Fran ois threw down his club and he
was granted the lead-dog position?

6. Did Buck show that he was superior to Spitz as a lead-dog and also excel in giving
the law and making the rest of the team live up to it?

7. Under Buck s leadership, did the team recover its old-time solidarity?

8. Seeing how Buck broke in the two native huskies that were added to the team, did
both Fran ois and Perrault agree that he was worth one thousand dollars?

9. Did the temperature fall to fifty below zero and remain there the whole trip from
Dawson to Skaguay?

10. In their fourteen-day record run, had the dogs averaged forty miles a day when they
entered Skaguay?

11. Until the town was invaded by three or four western bad men, were Buck and his
teammates the subjects of a worshipful crowd of dog-busters and mushers?

12. When Buck was ordered by the government into the hands of a Scotch half-breed,
was Fran ois happy to see the dog go?

13. Were Buck and his companions the only dog-team that started back over the weary
trail to Dawson?
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Whole Book Test

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank before each question.

1. The event that began the trouble for Buck and other dogs like him was (A) the offer
of free land in the North to any person who was willing to build a dwelling and live
there for five years, (B) the discovery of gold in the Klondike, (C) the demand for
work animals in the gold fields in the rugged mountains of California.

2. Buck was born and lived the first four years of his life (A) as an aristocrat on a large
estate in Santa Clara Valley, (B) as a working animal and family pet on a California
cattle ranch, (C) with a family in San Francisco as the children’s guardian and pet.

3. Buck was (A) a hundred forty pound offspring of a St. Bernard and a Scotch
shepherd, (B) a large wolf-hound who ruled over all the other dogs in the city, (C) a
pure bred shepherd built for running and herding.

4. Buck was stolen from his owner (A) by a man who had tried unsuccessfully to buy
him, (B) and sold for gambling money, (C) and sold to a cattle baron who intended
to take him to Texas.

5. During his journey by train to Seattle, Buck (A) was consumed with grief over the
loss of his family and his way of life, (B) was treated kindly by his captors and had
no warning of what lay ahead, (C) turned into a raging fiend full of wrath so that his
former owner wouldn’t have recognized him.

6. The man in the red sweater broke Buck into obedience by (A) a system of firm
commands and rewards for the proper responses, (B) beating him with a club,
(C) a gruff, commanding voice and a quick whip.
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